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Message from our Founder 
 
Firstly, let me say thank you for your interest in working with the National COVID-19 
Foundation. In early April, after being involved in a community mutual aid group, I 
noticed that there was a lack of co-ordination with support across the region. From 
that, I decided to reach out to local NHS Trusts, GP surgeries, and other Mutual Aid 
Groups. I was saddened to see that the support for those on the frontline was non-
existent, along with the mental health support for those who have sadly lost 
someone during this crisis.  
 
I have been involved in the charity sector for 13 years, and I believe this will my 
greatest challenge. Nevertheless, I wish to appoint a strong, bold and dynamic team 
to launch this official organisation.  
 
Within this document, you will find our aims, objectives, and the amazing work we 
have already done. With your help, we can make this one of the greatest charitable 
organisations and support the national effort in one of our country’s greatest 
challenges.  
 

 
 

 
 
Nikesh Jani   
Founder/Temporary Chair of the National COVID-19 Foundation 
Former UNICEF Advisor  
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About National COVID-19 Foundation  
 
The National COVID-19 Foundation is currently an unregistered charity. It has been 
fully funded by the Founder, and supported by 4 part time volunteers. The 
organisation also has partnerships with the Mutual Aid UK group, General 
Practitioners of Nurses, and the 2 minute silence group.  
 
Aims and Objectives 
Aims 
The National COVID-19 Foundation has 4 aims: 

• Provide mental health support, and sponsorship to organisations which 
protect and support frontline staff from COVID-19 

• Provide mental health support to families who have lost a loved one due to 
COVID-19 

• Provide a grants scheme for mutual aid groups and other small organisations 
supporting communities  

• Create a National Memorial for those we have lost to COVID-19 
 
Objectives 
There are a number of targets that we wish to reach within its first year: 
 

1. Create a committee of trustees in order to democratically carry out our aims 
2. Establish ourselves as an official charity  
3. Establish a formal constitution  
4. Establish our grants scheme  
5. Establish greater links with the NHS in order to support NHS workers 
6. Create a partnership with care homes  
7. Continue to reward volunteers in the UK 
8. Establish a national memorial  
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Our Achievements  
 
Although the National COVID-19 Foundation officially launched its branding on the 
1st May 2020, the organisation, along with both donations and personal funding, has 
achieved a great deal. 
 
Online Presence  
The Foundation has already established a website which is fully funded for the first 
year. Our branding has also been donated to us, with potential to copyright if/when a 
committee agrees. The Foundation now has connections with a number of groups on 
social media, and our content and reach are growing from around 1-2 views a week, 
to 120 a week.  
 
Political Awareness  
The Foundation is already in discussion with the Department of Health through the 
former Leader of the House of Commons. Whilst the charity will remain politically 
neutral, the aim to achieve a greater reach in both local and national politics to better 
support Mutual Aid groups and our aim of creating a National Memorial.  
 
Our Team 
The Foundation currently has one full time member, the Founder. The organisation 
also has; 
2 part time volunteers, and 1 volunteer on ad-hoc basis. We envisage that once a 
committee is established, roles and appointments will ease this pressure so that 
resources could be targeted. 
 
Our Award Scheme 
As part of our outreach to the community, the National COVID-19 Foundation 
launched its first monthly Awards for Volunteers. This allows charities, organisations 
and mutual aid groups to nominate local heroes. A winner is selected every month. 
So far, the Foundation has had over 100 nominations for the first month. This is 
expected to grow.  
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Trustee Appointment  
 
We are seeking Trustees to bring their support and critical advice to embrace and 
develop our aims and objectives. Newly Appointed Trustees will serve (if confirmed 
by a newly appointed committee) for a minimum of 2 years.  
  
Person Specification  
 

• To be able to work effectively within a team 
• To be able to support the charity in one or more of its aims/objectives and/or 

have the passion and drive to support the charity in a different way  
• Commitment and capacity to attend Board and other meetings as required  
• Share the values of the organisation  
• A strong commitment to promote and defend frontline services  
• A willingness to support a small newly independent organisation 
• Strong communication and interpersonal skills  
• A clear understanding of trustee’s governance role and responsibilities  

 
What is involved? 
In addition to their governance responsibilities trustees can support the National 
COVID1- Foundation in many ways. This can include providing support with both 
fundraising and strategic advice with respect to the development of concrete 
projects. Trustees also play a key role in defining the Foundation’s strategic plan. 
 
The National COVID-19 Foundation is at an exciting stage of its development as it 
defines its new strategic plan to achieve new objectives. As a member of the Board 
of Trustees, you will have an important role to play in supporting the organisation’s 
first phase of development, and supporting the organisation’s team to establish a 
robust, sustainable fundraising plan, and to solidify its support for the people of the 
United Kingdom. 
 
Time Commitments 
The Board of Trustees, together with the Founder, aims to meet a minimum of 4 
times a year, with a meeting that will last no longer than 2-4 hours. In addition, 
trustees will meet for a longer annual meeting. These meetings are organised 
around trustee availability. Trustees can also provide advice and support outside 
meetings depending upon capacity and organisational priorities. 
 
Location 
The National COVID-19 Foundation is a UK-based unregistered charity, with 
permanent location in Northampton, however this may be subject to change. We 
encourage applications from those based in the United Kingdom, or those who have 
been previous residence who are expected to return. However, to reflect the global 
nature of COVID-19, we also welcome those based in other locations, and can 
accommodate remote participation. 
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Conditions to be a trustee 

• You must be at least 18 years old 
• Some people maybe disqualified by law from acting as charity trustees. 

Subject to waiver provisions, this concludes anyone who: 
o Has an unspent conviction for an offence involving dishonesty or 

deception  
o Is currently declared bankrupt (or is subject to bankruptcy restrictions 

or an interim order) or has an individual voluntary agreement (IVA) with 
creditors  

o Is disqualified from being a company directory  
o Has previously been removed as a trustee by either the commission or 

the High Court due to misconduct or misstatement. 
 
 

 
 
How to Apply 
If you are interested in becoming a Trustee, please apply by June 4, 2020 by 
sending your CV and a cover letter to info@nationalcovidfoundation.org. This should 
include: 
 
1. Your interest in the National COVID-19 Foundation, and what you would hope to 
contribute as a trustee  
 
2. Any particular experience you have in governance in a charity, private or public 
body 
 
If you are shortlisted, you will be invited to an interview with the Founder at a date 
that will be arranged with you. 
 
Should you have any questions, please email at info@nationalcovidfoundation.org 
 
 
 


